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he EST PROPRIUM MUNUS MAGISTRATUS INTELLIGERE, 
SE GERERE PERSONAM CIVITATIS, DEBEREQUE; 
F 2 EJUS DIGNITATEM & DECUS SUSTINERE, SERVARE 


a LEGES, JURA DISCRIBERE, EA FIDEI SUAZE COMMISSA 


MEMINISSE. 


Cicero pe Or. L. 1, Ce 346 


Lt is the indifpenfable duty of the fupreme magiftrate to 
confider himfelf as acting for the whole community, and 
obliged to fupport its dignity, and afign to the people, 





with guftice, their various rights, as he would be 


~ a 


faithful to the great truft repofed in him. 


























THE PREFACE OF THE EDITORS. 


THE following piece was intended to convey to the 
Jate meeting of DELEGATES the fentiments of 


one of their body, whofe perfonal attendance was pre- 


vented by an accidental illnefs. In it the fources of 


our prefent unhappy differences are traced with fuch 
faithful accuracy, and the opinions entertained by every 
free American exprefed with fuch a manly firmness 
that it muft be pleafing to the prefent, and may be 
ufeful to future ages. It will evince to the world the 
moderation of our late convention, who have only touch- 
ed with tendernefs many of the claims infifted on in 
this pamphlet, though every heart acknowledged their 
juftice. Without the knowledge of the author, we have 
ventured to communicate his fentiments to the public ; 
avho have certainly a right to know what the beft and 
nvifeft of their members have thought ona fubject in 
awhich they are fo deeply interefted, 
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ESOLVED, that it be an inftruction to the faid 
deputies, when afflembled in general congrefs 
with the deputies from the other ftates of Britifh 
America, to propofe to the faid congrefs that an 
humble and dutiful addrefs be prefented to his ma- 
jelly, begging leave to lay before him, as chief ma- 
giftrate of the Britifh empire, the united complaints 
of his majefty’s fubjeéts in America ; complaints 
which are excited by many unwarrantable encroach- 
ments and ufurpations, attempted to be made by the 
legiflature of one part of the empire, upon thofe 
rights which God and the laws have given equally 
and independently to all. To reprefent to his ma- 
jefty that thefe his ftates have often individually made 
humble application to his imperial throne to obtain, 
through its intervention, fome redrefs of their injured 
rights, to none of which was ever even an anfwer 
condefcended; humbly to hope that this their joint 
addre{s, penned in the language of truth, and di- 
velted of thofe expreffions of fervility which would 
perfuade his majefty that we are afking favours, and 
not rights, fhall obtain from his majefty a more re- 
fpeétful acceptance. And this his majefty will think 
we have reafon to expect when he reflects that he is 
no more than the chief officer of the people, appoint- 
ed by the laws, and circumfcribed with definite pow- 
ers, to aflift in working the great machine of govern- 
ment, erected for their ufe, and confequently fubje& 
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to their fuperintendance. And in order that thefe 
our rights, as well as the invafions of them, may be 
laid more fully before his majefty, to take a view of 
them from the origin and firft fettlement of thefe 
countries, 

To remind him that our anceftors, before their 
emigration to America, were the free inhabitants of 
the Britith dominions in Europe, and poflefled a right 
which nature has givento all men, of departing from 
the country in which chance, not choice, has placed 
them, of going in queft of new habitations, and of 
there eftablifhing new focieties, under fuch laws and 
regulations as to them fhall feem moft likely to pro- 
mote public happinefs. That their Saxon anceftors 
had, under this univerfal law, in like manner left 
their native wilds and woods in the north of Europe, 
had pofleffed themfelves of the ifland of Britain, then 
leis charged with inhabitants, and had eftablifhed 
there that fyftem of laws which has fo long been the 
glory and protection of that country. Nor was ever 
any claim of fuperiority or dependence afferted over 
them by that mother country from which they had 
migrated ; and were fuch a claim made, it is believed 
that his majefty’s fubje&s in Great Britain have too 
firm a feeling of the rights derived to them from their 
anceftors, to bow down the fovereignty of their ftate 
before fuch vifionary pretenfions. And it is thought 
that no circumftance has occurred to diftinguifh ma- 
terially the Britifh from the Saxon emigration. Ame- 
rica was conquered, and her fettlements made, and 
firmly eftablifhed, at the expence of individuals, and 
not of the Brittfh public. Their own blood was fpilt 


in acquiring lands for their fettlement, their own 


fortunes expended in making that fettlement effectual ; 
for themfelves they fought, for themfelves they con- 
quered, and for themfelves alone.they have right to 
hold. Not a fhilling was ever iffued from the public 
treafures of his majefty, or his anceftors, for their 
afliftance, till of very late times, after the colonies 
had become eftablifhed on a firm and permanent foot- 
ine. That then, indeed, having become valuable 
to Great Britain for her commercial purpofes, his 
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parliament was pleafed to lend them affiftance againk, 
an enemy, who would fain have drawn to herfelf the 
benefits of their commerce, to the great aggrandize- 
ment of herfelf, and danger of Great Britain. Such 
affiftance, and in fuch circumftances, they had often 
before given to Portugal, and other allied ftates, 
with whom they carry ona commercial intercourfe; 


“yet thefe ftates never fuppofed, that by calling in her 


aid, they thereby fubmitted themfelves to her fove- 
reignty. Had fuch terms been propofed, they would 
have rejected them with difdain, and trufted for better 
to the moderation of their enemies, or to a vigorous 
exertion of their own force. We do not, however, 
mean to under-rate thofe aids, which to us were 
doubtlefs valuable, on whatever principles granted; 
but we would fhew that they cannot give a title to that 
authority which the Britifh parliament would arro- 
gate over us, and that they may amply be repaid by 
our giving to the inhabitants of Great Britain fuch 
exclufive privileges in trade as may be advantageous 
to them, and at the fame time not too reftrictive to 
ourfelves. That fettlements having been thus effected 
in the wilds of America, the emigrants thought pro- 
per to adopt that fyftem of laws under which they 
had hitherto lived in the mother country, and to con- 
tinue their union with her by fubmitting themfelves 
to the fame common fovereign, who was thereby 
made the central link conneéting the feveral parts of 
the empire thus newly multiplied. 

But that not long were they permitted, however 
far they thought themfelves removed from the hand 
of oppreffion, to hold undifturbed the rights thus ac- 
quired, at the hazard of their lives, and lofs of their 
fortunes. A family of princes was then on the Britifh 
throne, whofe treafonable crimes againft their people 
brought on them afterwards the exertion of thofe 
facred and fovereign rights of punifhment referved in 
the hands of the people for cafes of extreme neceffity, 
and judged by the conftitution unfafe to be delegated 
to any other judicature. While every day brought 
forth fome new and unjuftifiable exertion of power 
over their fubjeéts on that fide the water, it was not 
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to be expected that thofe here, much lefs able at that 
time to oppofe the defigns of defpotifm, thould be 
exempted from injury. 
Accordingly that country, which had been ac- 


quired by the lives, the labours, and the fortunes, of 
individual adventurers, was by thefe princes, at fe- 


veral times, parted out and diftributed among the * 


favourites and * followers of their fortunes, and, by 
an aflumed right of the crown alone, were erected 
into ditin@ and independent governments; a mea- 
fure which it is believed his majefty’s prudence and 
underftanding would prevent him from imitating at 
this day, as no exercife of fuch a‘ power, of dividing 
and difmembering a country, has ever occurred in 
his majelty’s realm of England, though now of very 
antient ftanding; nor could it be jultified or acqui- 


efced under there, or in any other part of his majelty’s « 


empire. 

That the exercife of a free trade with all parts of 
the world, poffefled by the American colonifts, as of 
natural right, and which no law of their own had 
taken awaf or abridged, was next the object of unjuft 
encroachment. Some of the colonies having thought 
proper to continue the adminiftration of their govern- 
ment in the name and under the authority of his 
majelty king Charles the fir, whom, notwithftandine 

° 2 fed . t } 
his late depofition by the commonwealth of England, 
they contiaued in the fovereignty of their ftate; the 
parliament for the commonwealth took the fame in 
high offence, and aflumed upon themfelves the power 
ef prohibiting their trade with all other parts of the 
world, except the ifland of Great Britain. This 
arbitrary aét, however, they foon recalled, and by 

* 1632 Maryland was granted to lord Baltimore, T4- Ce 2. Pennfy!. 
wania to Penn, and the province of Carolina was in the year 1663 
granted by letters patent of majefty, king Charles II. in the 15th year 
ef his reign, in propriety, unto the right honourable Edward earl of 
Clarendon, George duke of Albemarle, William earl of Craven, 
Tohn lord Berkeley, Anthony lord Athley, fir George Carteret, fir 
John Coleton, kenight and boronet, and fir William Berkley, knight; 
by which letters patent the laws of England were to be in force in 
Carolina: But the lords proprietors had power, with the confent of 
the inhabitants, to make bye-laws for the better government of the 
fatd province; fo that no money could be teceived, or law made, 
without the confent of the inhabitants, or their reprefentatives. 
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folemn treaty, entered into on the 12th day of March, 
1651, between the faid commonwealth by their com- 
miffioners, and the colony of Virginia by their houfe 
of burgeffes, it was exprefsly ftipulated, by the 8th 
article of the faid treaty, that they fhould have “free 
trade as the people of England do enjoy to all places 
and with all nations, according to the laws of that 
commonwealth.” But that, upon the reftoration of 
» his majefty king Charles the fecond, their rights of 
free commerce fell once more a vitim to arbitrary 
power; and by feveral aéts* of his reign, as well as of 
fome of his fucceffors, the trade of the colonies was 
laid under fuch reftriGions, as fhew what hopes they 
tiight form from the juftice of a Britifh parliament, 
were its ttncontrouled power admitted over thefe ftates. 
Hiftory has informed us that bodies of men, as well 
as individuals, are fufceptible of the fpirit of tyranny. 
A view of thefe acts of parliament for regulation, as 
it has been affectedly called, of the American trade, 
if all other evidence were removed out of the cafe, 
would undeniably evince the truth of this obfervation. 
Befides the duties they impofe on our articles of ex- 
port and import, they prohibit our going to any 
markets northward of Cape Finefterre, in the king- 
dom of Spain, for the fale of commodities which 
Great Britain will not take from us, and for the pur- 
chafe of others, with which fhe cannot fupply us, and 
that for no other than the arbitrary purpofes of pur- 
chafing for themfelves, by a facrifice of our rights 
and interefts, certain privileges in their commerce 
with an allied ftate, who in confidence that their 
exclufive trade with America will be continued, while 
the principles and power of the Britifh parliament be 
the fame, have indulged themfelves in every exor- 
bitance which their avarice could dictate, or our 
neceflities extort; have raifed their commodities, 
called for in America, to the double and treble of 
what they fold for before fuch exclufive privileges 
were given them, and of what better commodities of 
the fame kind would coft us elfewhere, and at the 
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fame time give us mnch lefs for what we carry thither 
than might be had at more convenient ports. That 
thefe acts prohibit us from carrying in queft of other 
purchafers the furplus of our tobaccoes retiiaining 
after the confumption of Great Britain is fupplied ; 
fo that we mult Jeave them with the Britifh merchant 
for whatever he will pleafe to allow us, to be by him 
rethipped to foreign markets, where he will reap the 
benefits of making fale of them for full value. That 
to heighten ftill the idea of parliamentary juftice, and 
to {hew with what moderation they are like to exer- 
cife power, where themifelves are to feel no part of its 
weight, we take leave to mention to his majelty certain 
other acts of Britifi parliament, by which they would 
prohibit us from manufacturing for our own ufe the 
articles we raife on our own lands with our own 
fabour. By an aé* paffedin the sth Year of the reign 
of his late majelty king George thé fecond, an Ame- 
rican fubjeét is forbidden to make a hat for himfelf 
of the fur which he has taken perhaps on his own 
foil; an inflance of defpotifm to which no parrallel 
can be produced in the moft arbitrary ages of Britifh 
hiftory. By one other aét, + paffed in the 23d year of 
the fame reign, the iron which we make we are forbid« 
den to manufacture, and heavy as that article is, and 
neceflary in every branch of hufbandry, befides com- 
milion and infurance, we are to pay freight for it to 
Great Britain, and freight for it back again, for the 
purpofe of fupporting not men, but machines, in the 
ifland of Great Britain. In the fame {fpirit of equal 
and impartial legiflation is to be viewed the a@ of 
parliament, ¢ pafled in the sth year of the fame reign, 
by which American lands are made {ubject to the de- 
mands of Britifh creditors, while their own lands were 
fill continued unanfwerable for their debts ; from 
which one of thefe conclufions muft neceflarily follow, 
either that juftice is not the fame in America as ia 
Britain, or elfe that the Britifh parliament pay lefs 
regard to it here than there. But that we do not 
point out to’ his majelty the injuftice of thefe acts, 
with intent to reft on that principle the caufe of theié 
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nullity ; but to fhew that experience confirms the pro- 
priety of thofe political principles which exempt us 
from the jurifdi@ion of the Britith parliament. The 
true ground on which we declare thefe atts void is, that 
the Britifh parliament has no right to exercife au- 
thority over us. | . 

That thefe exercifes of ufurped power have not 
been confined to inftances alone, in which themfelves 
yrere interefted, but they have alfo intermeddled with 
the regulation of the internal affairs of the colonies. 
The aé of the the oth of Anne for eftablifhing a pott 
office in America feems to have had little connection 
with Britifh convenience, except that of accommoda- 
ting his majefty’s minifters and favourites with the 
fale of a lucrative and eafy. office. 

That thus have we haftened through the reigns 
which preceded his majefty’s, during which the vio- 


lations of our right were lefs alarming, becaufe re- , 


peated at more diftant intervals than that rapid and 
bold fucceffion of injuries which is likely to diftinguifh 
the prefent from all other periods of American ftory. 
Scarcely haye our minds been able to emerge from 
the aftonifhment into which one ftroke of parliamenta- 
ry thunder has involved us, before another more 
heavy, and more alarming, is fallen on us. Single 
aa&s of tyranny may be afcribed to the accidental 
opinion of a day; but a feries of oppreflions, begun 
at a diftinguifhed period, and purfued unalterably 
through every change of minifters, too plainly prove 
a deliberate and fyftematical plan of reducing us to 
flavery. | . oer : 

That the act * paffed in the 4th year of his majefty’s 
reign, intitled “ An act for granting certain duties 
‘a the Britifh colonies and plantations in America, 
feo ys 

One other act +, pafled in the sth year of his reign, 
intitled “An a& for granting and applying certain 


ftamp duties and other duties in the Britifh colonies 


and plantations in America, &c.” 
One other aétt, paffed in the 6th year of his reign, 

intituled “ An aét for the better fecuring the depend- 
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ency of his majelty’s dominions in America upon the 
crown and parliament of Great Britain ;” and one 
other act*, paffed in the 7th year of his reign, intitu- 
Jed “* An a& for granting duties on paper, tea, &c.” 
form that conne&ed chain of parliamentary ufurpa- 
tion, which has already been the fubject of frequent 
applications to his majefty, and the houfes of lords 
and commons of Great Britain; and no anfwers 
having yet been condefcended to any of thefe, we 
fhall not trouble his majefty with a repetition of the 
matters they contained. 

But that one other a@*, pafled in the fame “th 
year of the reign, having been a peculiar attempt, 
muft ever require peculiar mention; it is intituled 
** An act for fufpending the legiflature of New York.” 
One free and independent legiflature hereby takes 
upon itfelf to fufpend the powers of another, free and 
independent as itfelf; thus exhibiting a phenome- 
non unknown in nature, the creator and creature of 
its own power. Not only the principles of common 
tenfe, but the common feelings of human nature, 
mut be furrendered up before his majelty’s fubjeéts 
here.can be perfuaded to believe that they hold their 
political exiftence at the will of a Britith parliament. 
Shall thefe governments be diffolved, their property 
annihilated, and their people reduced to a flate of 
nature, at the imperious breath of a body of men, 
whom they never faw, in whom they never confided, 
and over whom they have no powers of punifhment 
or removal, let their crimes againft the American 
public be ever fo great? Can any one reafon be 
afligned why 160,000 electors in the ifland of Great 
Britain fhould give law to four millions in the ftates 
of America, every individual of whom js equal to 
every individual of them, in virtue, in underftanding, 
and in bodily Mrength? Were this to be admitted, 
inftead of being a free people, as we have hitherto 
fuppofed, and mean to continue ourfelves, we fhould 
fuddenly be found the flaves, not of one, but of 
160,90¢0 tyrants, diftinguifhed too from all others by 
this fingular circumftance, that they are removed 
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from the reach of fear, the only reftraining motive 
which may hold the hand of a tyrant. 

That by “an act* to difcontinue in fuch manner 
and for fach time as are therein mentioned the land- 
ing and difcharging, lading or fhipping, of goods, 
wares, and mecchandize, at the town and within the 
harbour of Bofton, in the province of Maffachufetts 
Bay, in North America,’ which was pafled at the 
lat feffion of Britifh parliament;a large and populous 
town, whofe trade was their fole fubfiftence, was 
deprived of that trade, and involved in utter ruin. 
Let us for a while fuppofe the queltion of right ful- 
pended, in order to examine this a& on principles of 
juftice: An att of parliament had been pafled impofing 
duties on teas, to be paid in America, againit which 
ad&t the Americans had protefted as inauthoritative. 
The Eaft India company, who till that time had never 
fent a pound of tea to America on their own account, 
ftep forth on that occafion the aflertors of parlia- 
mentary right, and fend hither many fhip loads of 
that obnoxious commodity. The matfters of their 
feveral veflels, however, on their arrival in America, 
wifely attended to admonition, and returned with 
their cargoes. In the province of New England alone 
the remonftrances of the people were difregarded, 
and a compliance, after being many days waited for, 
was flatly refufed. Whether in this the mafter of the 
yveffel was governed by his obftinacy, or his inftructi- 
ons, let thofe who know, fay. There are extraor- 
dinary fituations which require extraordinary inter- 
pofition. An exafperated people, who feel that they 
poflefs power, are not eafily reftrained within limits 
ftri@ly regular. A number of them affembled in the 
town of Bolton, threw the tea into the ocean, and 
difperfed without doing any other act of violence. 
If in this they did wrong, they were known and were 
amenable to the laws of the land, againft which it 
could not be objected that they had ever, in any 
inftance, been obttrusted or diverted from their regu- 
lar courfein favour of popular offenders. They fhould 
therefore not have been diftrufted on this occafion. 
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But that ill fated colony had formerly been bold in 
their enmities again{t the houfe of Stuart, and were 
now devoted to ruin by that unfeen hand which go- 
verns the momentous affairs of this great empire. 
On the partial reprefentations of a few worthlefs 
minifterial dependents, whofe conftant office it has 
been to keep that government embroiled, and who, 
by their treacheries, hope to obtain the dignity of the 
Britifh knighthood, without calling for a party ac- 
cufed, without afking a proof, without attempting a 
diftinéion between the guilty and the innocent, the 
whole of that antient and wealthy town is in a mo- 
ment reduced from opulence to beggary. Men who 
had fpent their lives in extending the Britifh com- 
merce, who had invefted in that place the wealth their 
honeft endeavours had merited, found themfelves and 
their families thrown at once on the world for fub- 
fiftence by its charities. Not the hundredth part of 
the inhabitants of that town had been concerned in 
the act complained of; many of them were in Great 
Britain and in other parts beyond fea; yet all were 
involved in one indifcriminate ruin, by a new execu- 
tive power, unheard of till then, that of a Britith 
parliament. A property, of the value of many mil- 
lions of money, was facrificed to revenge, not repay, 
the lofs of a few thoufands. This is adminiftering 
yuftice with a heavy hand indeed! and when is this 
tempeft to be arrefted in its courfe? Two wharfs are 
to be opened again when his majefty fhall think proper. 
The refidue which lined the extenfive fhores of the 
bay of Bolton are forever interdi&ed the exercife 
of commerce. This little exception feems to have 
been thrown in for no other purpofe than that of 
fetting a precedent for invefting his majefty with le- 
giflative powers. If the pulfe of his people fhall beat 
calmly under this experiment, another and another 
will be tried, till the meafure of defpotifm be filled 
up. It would be an infult on common fenfe to pre- 
tend that this exception was made in order to reftore 
Its commerce to that great town. The trade which 
cannot be received at two wharfs alone mutt of ne- 
cellity be transferred to fome other place; to which 
























oy Yay a a RE te 


eS BOLT 


a 
sg 


‘( 5) 


4+ will foon be followed by that of the two wharfs, 
Confidered in this light, it would be an infolent and 
cruel mockery at the annihilation of the town of 
Bofton. . 

By the a&t* for the fuppreflion of. riots and tu- 
mults in the town of Bofton, paffed alfo in the laft 
feflion of parliament, a murder committed there is, 
if the governor pleafes, to be tried in the court of 
King’s Bench, in the ifland of Great Britain, by a 
jury of Middlefex. The witneffes, too, on receipt of 
fuch a fum as the governor fhall think it reafonable 
for them to expend, are to enter into recognizance to 
appear at the trial. This is, in other words, taxing 
them to the amount of their recognizance, and that 
amount may be whatever a governor pleafes; for who 
does his majefty think can be prevailed on to crofs the 
Atlantic for the fole purpofe of bearing evidence to a 
fact? His expences are to be borne, indeed, as they 
fhall be eftimated by a governor; but whoare to feed 
the wife and children whom he leaves behind, and 
who have had no other fubfiftence but his daily la- 
bour? Thofe epidemical diforders, too, fo terrible 
in a foreign climate, is the cure of them to be efti- 
mated among the articles of expence, and their dan- 
ger to be warded off by the almighty power of par- 
liament? And the wretched criminal, if he happen 
to havz offended on the American fide, ftripped of 
his privilege of trial by peers of his vicinage, removed 
from the place where alone full evidence could be 
obtained, without money, without counfel, without 
friends, without exculpatory proof, is tried before 
judges predetermined to condemn. The cowards 
who would fuffer a countryman to be torn from the 
bowels of their fociety, in order to be thus offered a 
facrifice to parliamentary tyranny, would merit that 
everlafting infamy now fixed on the authors of the 
at! A claufe + for a fimilar purpofe had been intro- 
duced into an att, pafled in the 12th year of his ma- 
jefty’s reign, intitled « An act for the better fecuring 
and preferving his majefty’s dockyards, magazines, 
fhips, ammunition, and ftores;” againft which, as 
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meriting the fame cenfures, the feveral colonies have 
already protefted. . 

That thefe are the a@s of power, affamed by a body 
of men, foreign to our conftitutions, and unacknow- 
ledged by our laws, againft which we do, on behalf 
of the inhabitants of Britith America, enter this our 
folemn and determined protelts and we do earneftly 
entreat his majefty, as yet the only mediatory power 
between the feveral ftates of the Britith empire, to 
recommend to his parliament of Great Britain the 
total revocation of thefe aés, which, however nu- 
gatcry they be, may yet prove the caufe of further 

ifcontents and jealoufies among us, 

_That we next proceed to confider the conduct of 
his majefty, as holding the executive powers of the 
lavs of thefe ftates, and mark out his deviations from 
the line of duty: By the conftitution of Great Bri- 
tain, as. well as. of the fevera] American ftates, his 
majelty poffeffes the power of refuling to pafs into a 
law any bill which has already patied the other two 
branches of legiflature. His majelty, however, and 
his anceftors, confcious of the impropriety of op- 


-poting their fingle opinion to the united wifdom of 


two houfes of parliament; while their proceedings 
were unbiafled by interefted principles, for feveral 
ages paft have modeftly declined the exercife of this 
power in that part of his empire called Great Britain. 
But by change of circuimitances, other principles than 
thofe of juftice fimply have obtained an influence on 
their determinations; the addition of new ftates to the 
Britifh empire has produced an addition of new, and 
fometimes oppofite interefts. It is now, therefore, 
the great office of his majefty; to refume the exercife 
of his negative power, and to prevent the paflage of 
laws by any one legiflature of the empire, which 
might bear injurioufly on the rights and interefts of 
another. Yet this will not excufe the wanton exer- 
eife of this power which we have feen his majelty 
practife on the laws of the American lepiflatures. For 
the moft trifling reafons, and fometimes for no con- 
ceivable reafon at all, his majefty has rejected laws 
of the moft falutary tendency. The abolition of do- 
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meftic flavery is the great obje& of defire in thofe 
colonies, where it was unhappily introduced in their 
infant ftate. But previous to the enfranchifement of 
the flavés we have, itis neceflary to exclude ail fur- 
ther importations from Africa; yet our repeated at- 
tempts to effe& this by prohibitions, and by impofing 
duties which might amount to a prohibition, have 
been hitherto defeated by his majelty’s negative: 
Thus preferring the immediate advantages of a few 
African corfairs to the lafling interefls of the Ameri- 
can ftates, and to the rights of human nature, deeply 
wounded by this infamous practice. Nay, the fingle 
interpofition of an interefted individual againft a law 
was fcarcely ever known to fail of fuccefs, though in 
the oppofite f{cale were placed the interelts of a whole 
country. That thisis fo fhameful an abufe of a pow- 
er trufted with his majefty for other purpofes, as if 
not reformed, would call for fome legal reflrictions. 

With equal inattention to the neceflities of his peo- 
ple here has his majefty permitted our laws to lie ne- 
glected in England for years, neither confirming them 
by his affent, nor annulling them by his negative; fo 
that fuch of them as have no fufpending claufe we 
hold on the moft precarious of al! tenures, his ma- 
jefty’s will, and fuch of them as fufpend themfelves 
till his majefty’s aflent be obtained, we have feared, 
might be called into exiltence at fome future and 
diftant period, when time, and change of circum- 
ftances, fhall have rendered them deltrudctive to his 
people here. And to render this grievance {till more 
oppreflive, his majefty by his inftructions has laid his 
governors under fuch reftriétions that they can pafs 
no law of any moment unlefs it have fuch fufpending 
claufe; fo that, however immediate may be the call 
for legiflative interpofition, the law cannot be executed 
till it has twice crofled the atlantic, by which time 
the evil may have fpent its whole force. 


———" But in what terms, reconcileable to majefty, and | 


at the fame time to truth, fhall we fpeak of a late 


inftruétion to his majefty’s governor of the colony of] \ 
. Virginia, by which he is forbidden to affent to any law, 
for the divifion of a county, unleis the new count 
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will confent to have no reprefentative in affembly? 
That colony has as yet fixed no boundary to the 
veltward. ‘Their weflern counties, therefore, are ot 
indefinite extent; fome of them are actually feated 
riany hundred miles from their eaftern limits. Is it 
pofible, then, that his majefty can have beftowed a 
fingle thought on the fituation of thofe people, who, 
in ‘order to obtain juftice for injuries, however great 

- mall, muft; by the laws of that colony, attend 
oe county court, at fuch a diftance, with all their 
witneffes, monthly, till their litigation be determined? 
Or does his mafefty ferioufly wifh, and publith it to 
the world, that his fubjects {hould give up the glorious 
right of reprefentation, with all the benefits derived 
from that, and fubmit themfelves the abfolute flaves 

of his ees will? Or is it rather meant to ¢on- 
fine the legiflative body to their prefert numbers, that 

| they may be the cheaper bargain whenever they fhall 


{ 
| become worth a purchafe. 


“One of the articles of impeachmeht againft Trefili- 
an, and the other judges of Weltminfter Hall, in the 
reign of Richard the fecond, for which they fuffered 
death, as traitors to their country, was, that they had 

advifed the king that he might diffolve his parliament 
at any time; and fucceeding kings have adopted the 
opinion of thefe unjult judges. Since the eftablifh- 
ment, however, of the Britifh conftitution, at the 
glorious revolution, on its free and antient principles, 
titer his majefty, nor his anceftors, have exercifed 
fach a power of diflolution in the ifland of Great 
Britain; and when his majefty was petitioned, by the 
united voice of his people there, to diflolve the pre- 
fént parliament, who had become obnoxious to them, 
his minifters were heard to declare, in open parlia- 
ment, that his majelty poflefled no fuch power by the 
oon abst en: But how different their language and 
his practice here! To declare, as their duty required, 
the known rights of their country, to oppofe the 
ufurpations of every foreign judicature, to difregard 
‘the imperious mandates of a minifter or governor, 
have been the avowed caufes of diflolving houfes of 
reprefentatives in America, But if fuch powers be 
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really vefted in his majefty, can he fuppofe they are 
there placed to awe the members from fuch purpofles 
as thefe? When the reprefentative body have loft the 
confidence of their conftituents, when they have no- 
torioufly made fale of their moft valuable rights, when 
they have aflumed to themfelves powers which the 
people never put into their hands, then indeed their 
continuing in office becomes dangerous to the ftate, 
and calls for an exercife of the power of diffolution. 
Such being the caufes for which the reprefentative 
body fhould, and fhould not, be diffolved, will it not 
appear ftrange to an unbiaffed obferver, that that of 
Great Britain was not diffolved, while thofe of the 
colonies have repeatedly incurred that fentence? 
" But your majefty, or your governors, have carried 
this power beyond every limit known, or provided for, 
by the laws: After diffolving one houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, they have refufed to call another, fo that, 
for a great length of time, the legiflature provided 
by the laws has been out of exiftence. From the na- 
ture of things, every fociety muft at all times poflefs 
within itfelf the fovereign powers of legiflation. The 
feelings of human nature revolt againft the fuppofition 
of a ftate fo fituated as that it may not in any emer- 
gency provide againit dangers which perhaps threat- 
en immediate ruin. While thofe bodies are in exilt- 
ence to whom the people have delegated the powers 
of legiflation, they alone poficfs and may exercile 
thofe powers; but whenthey are diflolved by the lop- 
ping off one or more of their branches, the power 
reverts to the people, who may exercife it to unlimited 
extent, either aflembling together in perfon, fending 
deputies, or in any other way they may think proper. 
We forbear to trace confequences further; the dangers 
are confpicuous with which this praétice is replete. 
at we thall at this time alfo take notice of an er- 
ror in the nature of our land holdings, which crept 
in at a very early period of our fettlement. ‘The in- 
trodudtion of the feudal tenures into the kingdom of 
England, though antient, is well enough underftood 
to fet this matter in a proper light. In the earlier 


ages of the Saxon fettlement feudal holdings were 
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leertainly altogether unknown; and very few, ifany, 
jag been introduced at the time of the Norman con- 
| } quelt. Our Saxon anceftors held their lands, as they 
} did their perfonal property, in abfolute dominion, 
difencumbered with any fuperior, anfwering nearly 
to the nature of thofe poffefions which the fedualifts 
/; term allodial. William, the Norman, firft intro- 
duced that fyflem generally. The Jands which had 
belonged to thofe who fell in the battle of Hatftings, 
and in the fubfequent infurrections of his reign, 
\ | formed a confiderable proportion of the lands of the 
whole kingdom. hefe he granted out, fubje@ to 
feudal duties, as did he alfo thofe of a great number 
of his new fubje&s, who, by perfuafions or threats, 
were induced to furrender them for that purpofe. But 
ill much was left in the hands of his Saxon fub- 
jects; held of no fuperior, and not fubje& to feudal 
conditions. Thefe, ee cered? by exprefslaws, enact- | 
edto render uniform the fyftem of military defence, 
| were made liable to the fame military duties as if 
they had been feuds; and the Norman lawyers foon 
found means to faddle them alfo with all the other 
feudal burthens. But ftill they had not been fur- 
rendered to the king, they were not derivec from his 
i grant, and therefore they were not holden of him. 
A general principle, indeed, was introduced, that 
«all lands in England were held either mediately 
orimmediately of the crown,” but this was borrowed 
: from thofe holdings, which were truly feudal, and 
= only applied to others for the purpofes of illuftration. é 
, Feudal holdings were therefore but exceptions out 
| of the Saxon laws of poflefion, under which all Jands 
4 were heid in abfolute right. gees therefore, fill 
form the bafis, or eround- -work, of the common law, . 
to prevail whe: -efoever the exceptions have not taken : 
\ place. America was not conquered by William the 
Norman, nor its lands furrendered to him, or any of 
his fucceffors. Poileffions there are uncoubtedly of 
the allodial nature. COur ancefors, however, who 
migrated hither, were farmers, not lawyers. The 
fiftitions principle that all lands belong originally 
to the king, they were early‘ perfuaded to believe 
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real; and accordingly took grants of their own lands | 
from the crown. And while the crown continued to | 
grant for {mall fums, and on reafonable rents; there 
was no inducement to arreft the error, and lay it open | 

aye ? : 4 
to public view. But his majefty has lately taken on} 
him to advance the terms of pre and of holding | 


to the double of what they 


ns 


population of our courtry is likely to be checked, It 
is time, therefore, for us to lay this matter before his 
majelty, and to declare that he has no right to grant 
lands of himfelf. From the nature and purpofe of 
civil inftitutions, all the lands within the limits which 
any particular fociety has circumfcribed around itfelf 
are affumed by that fociety, and fubjeét to their allot- 
ment only. This may be done by themfelves, affem- 
bled collectively, or by their legiflature, to whom they 
may have delegated fovereign authority; and if they 
are allotted in neither of thefe ways, each individual 
of the fociety may appropriate to himfelf fuch lands 
as he finds vacant, and occupancy will give him title. 
That in order to enforce the arbitrary meafures be- 
fore complained of, his majefty has from time to time 
fent among us large bodies of armed forces, not made 
up of the people here, nor raifed by the authority of 
our laws: Did his majelty poflefs fuch a right as this, 
it might fwallow up all our other rights whenever he 
fhould think proper. But his majefty has no right to 
jand a fingle armed man on our fhores, and thofe 
whom he fends here are liable to our laws made for 
the fuppreffion and punifhment of riots, routs, and 
unlawful affemblies; or are holtile bodies, invading 
us in defiance of law. When in the courfe of the 
late war it became expedient that a body of Hanoveri- 
an troops fhould be brought over for the defence of 
Great Britain, his majefty’s grandfather, our late 
fovercign, did not pretend to introduce them under 
any authority he pofleffed. Such a meafure would 
have given juft alarm to his fubjects in Great Britain, 
whofe liberties would not be fafe if armed men of 
another country, and of another fpirit, might be 
brought into the realm at any time without the con- 





ere; by which means | 
the acqnifition of lands being. rendered difficult, the | 
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fent of their fegiflature. He therefere applied to par- 
hament, who paffed an a@ for that purpofe, limiting 
the number to be brought in and the time they were 
tocontinue. In like manner is his majelty reftrained 
inevery part of the empire. He poffeffes, indeed, the 
executive power of the laws in every ftate; but they 
are the laws of the particular ftate which he is to ade 
minifter within that ftate, and not thofe of any one 
within the limits of another.’ Every ftate muft judge 
for itfelf the number of armed men which they may 
fafely truft among them, of whom they are to con- 
fit, and under what reftriftions they fhall be laid. 

To render thefe proceedings ftill’ more criminal 
againft our laws, inftead of fubjecting the military to 
the civil powers, his majefty has exprefsly made the 
civil fubordinate to the military. But can his ma- 
jefty thus put down all law under his feet? Can he 
erect a power fuperior to that which ere@ed himfelf? 
He has done it inideed by force; but let him remember 
that force cannot give right. 

That thefe are our grievances which we have thus 
laid before his majefly, with that freedom of language 
and fentiment which becomes a free people claiming 
their rights, as derived from the laws of nature, and 
not as the gift of their chief magiftrate: Let thofe 
flatter who fear; it is notan Americanart. To give 
praife which is not due might be well from the venal, 
but would ill befeem thofe who are afferting the rights 
of human nature. They know, and will therefore 
fay, that kings are the fervants, not the propri- 
etors of the people. Open your breaft; fire, to libe- 
ral and expanded thought. Let not the name of 


George the third be a blot in the page of hiftory. 


You are furrounded by Britith counfellors, but re- 
member that they are parties. You have no minifters 
for American affairs, becanfe you have none taken 
from among us, nor amenable to the laws on which 
they are to give you advice. It behoves you, there- 
fore, to think and to a& for yourfelf and your people. 
The great principles of right and wrong are legible 
to every reader; to purfue them requires not the aid 
of many counfellors. The whole art of government 


lel pg yd EES.» 
5 os ** a 
ne Beadle oa 








Ohne Se a oe ———— 




















( 23 ) 
confifts in the art of being honeft. Only aim to dé 
your duty, and mankind will give you credit where 
you fail. No longer perfevere in facrificing the rights 
of one part of the empire to the inordinate defires 
of another; but deal out to all equal and impartial 
right. Let no aét be pafled by any one legiflature 
which may infringe on the rights and liberties of 
another. This is the important poft in which fortune 
has placed you, holding the balance of a great, ifa 
well poifed empire. This, fire, is the advice of your 
great American council, on the obfervance of which 
may perhaps depend your felicity and future fame, 
and the prefervation of that harmony which alone 
can continue both to Great Britain and America the 
reciprocal advantages of their connedtion. It is 
neither our wifh, nor our intereft, to feparate from 
her. We are willing, on our part, to facrifice every 
thing which reafon can afk to the reftoration of that 
tranquility for which all muft wifh. On their part, 
let them be ready to eflablifh union and a generous 
plan. Let them name their terms, but let them be 
jut. Accept of every commercial preference. it is in 


our power to give for fuch things as we can raife for 
their ufe, or they make for ours. But let them not.. 
think to exclude us from going to other markets to — 


difpofe of thofe commodities which they cannot ufe, 
or to fupply thofe wants which they cannot fupply. 
Still lefs let it be propofed that our properties within 
our own territories fhall be taxed or regulated by any 
power on earth but our own. The God who gave 
us life gave us liberty at the fame time; the hand of 
force may deftroy, but cannot disjoin them. This, 
fire, is our laft, our determined refolution ; and that 
you will be pleafed to interpofe with that efficacy 
which your earneft endeavours may enfure to procure 
redrefs of thefe our great grievances, to quiet the 
minds of your fubjeéts in Britifh America, againft any 
apprehenfions of future encroachment, to eftablifh 
fraternal love and harmony through the whole em- 
pire, and that thefe may continue to the lateft ages 
of time, is the fervent prayer of all Britifh America! 
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